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SUBJECT: LABOR: UNAUTHORIZED PUBLIC SERVICES STRIKE PROTESTS 
DRAFT LABOR LAW 

1 . SUMMARY. OPPOSTION TO DRAFT LABOR LAW HAS RESULTED IN 
PARTIAL STRIKE ON EMPLOYEES ENGAGED IN PUBLIC SERVICES 
ACTIVITIES. GOAL OF STRIKE IS TO PERSUADE GOVERNMENT TO 
WITHDRAW DRAFT LAW FROM PARLIAMENTARY CONSIDERATION. GOG 
HAS REFUSED THAT DEMAND AND DRAFT WILL BE CONSIDERED IN 
PARLIAMENT TONIGHT (MAY 24). GREATEST SINGLE VISIBLE IMPACT ON PUBLIC 
IS SUSPENSION OF FOREIGN AIRLINE SERVICES TO GREEK AIRPORTS. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. A COORDINATING COMMITTEE REPRESENTING EMPLOYEES OF PUBLIC 
UTILITIES AND OTHER PUBLIC SERVICES (E.G. BANKS, BUSES, ETC.) 
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ISSUED A CALL FOR A 48-HOUR STRIKE COMMENCING MORNING 
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MAY 24 AS A PROTEST AGAINST TONIGHT'S P ARLAIMENT ARY 
CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT LABOR LAW. COMMTTEE ACTION 
REFLECTS FEELING ON PART OF PUBLIC SERVICES PERSONNEL THAT 
ORIGINAL DRAFT LAW WAS PARTICULARLY RESTRICTIVE AS TO 
THEM, I.E. IN IMPOSITION OF CONDITIONS AND PROCEDURES ALLEGEDLY 
INHIBITING THEIR RIGHT TO STRIKE. ALTHOUGH GOVERNMENT 
WITHIN THE PAST FEW DAYS HAS ACCEPTED A SERIES OF PROPOSED 
AMENDMENTS TO THE ARIGINAL DRAFT LAW FORMULATED BY THE 
GENERAL CONFEDERATION OF GREEK WORKERS (GSEE), THE NATION'S 
TOP LABOR ORGANIZATION, THE COORDINATING COMMITTEE HAS 
STILL INSISTED THAT THE DRAFT LAW BE WITHDRAWN FROM 
PARLIAMENTARY CONSIDERATION. BOTH THE GOVERNMENT AND THE 
GSEE HAVE CRITICIZED THE STRIKE CALL AND THE GOVERNMENT HAS 
PROCEEDED IN ITS STATED PLAN TO DISCUSS THE DRAFT LAW IN 
P ARLAIMENT TONIGHT. 

3. THE GOVERNMENT HAS MEANWHILE ACTED SWIFTLY TO 
INSURE THAT ESSENTIAL SERVICES ARE MAINTAINED FOR ITS 
CITIZENRY. PERSONNEL OF OLYMPIC AT RT. TNF.S— AS WELL AS KEY 
PERSONNEL OF THE NATION'S TELECOMMUNICATIONS ORGANIZATION 
(OTE) WERE SUBJECTED TO "CIVIL MOBILIZATION," OVER THE 
WEEKEND, THUS GIVING THEM STATUS OF CIVIL SERVANTS WITHOUT 
A RIGHT TO STRIKE. BSED ON NEWS REPORTS AND PRSONAL 
OBSERVATION, IT APPEARS THAT THE STRIKE THROUGHOUT THE REMAINDER 
OF THE PUBLIC SERVICES SECTOR IS ONLY PARTIALLY SUCCESSFUL. 

MANY PERSONNEL IN ORGANIZATIONS DIRECTLY AFFECTED HAVE GONE 
TO THEIR WORK PLACES DESPITE STRIKE CALL (I.E. PUBLIC 
POWER ORGANIZATION). ALTHOUGH THE COMMITTEE HOPED 
THAT SHOPKEEPERS AND TAXI DRIVERS WOULD UNAIMOUSLY 
SUPPORT STRIKE IN SHOW OF SYMPATHY, A STEAD YFLOW OF 
TAXIS ON THE STREETS OF ATHENS AND MAY OPENSHOPS GIVE 
EVIDENCE TOTHE CONTRARY. ONE AREA WHERE THE STRIKE HAS 
BEEN PARTICULARLY SUCCESSFUL HAS BEEN IN THE BANKING 
SECTOR WHERE REPORTS INDICATE THAT UP TO 90 PERCENT OF THE 
BANKS WERE CLOSED. ANOTHER HARD HIT GROUP IS THAT OF 
AIR TRAVELLERS, I.E. LOCAL PERSONNEL OF MOST FOREIGN 
AIRLINES SERVICING GREECE HAVE HONORED THE STRIKE CALL. 
ACCORDINGLY. ONLY ONLYMPIC AIRLINES-AND A VERY FEW OTHER 
AIRLINES SERVICED HERE BY OLYMPIC-ARE FLYING. 
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4. A SPECIAL MEETING HAS BEENCALLED BY THE STRIKE COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE TONIGHT IN A MIDTOWN ATHENS THEATER TO SHOW SUPPORT 
FOR THE STRIKERS AND TO DEMONSTRATE OPPOSTION TO THE GOVERNMENT 
IN ITS PLANNEDPARLIAMENTARY CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT LABOR 
LAW. POLICE HAVE GRANTED A PERMIT FOR THE MEETING BUT HAVE 
DENIED PERMISSION FOR ANY MARCHES EITHER BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
MEETING. THE PURPOSE OF THELATTER EDICT IS TO CONTAIN 

THE DEMONSTRATORS AT THE MEETING WITHIN A ONE-BLOCK AREA. 
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5. THE ENTIRE ISSUE HAS NOW BECOME POLITICIZED TO A DEGREE IN 
THAT STATEMENTS WERE ISSUED OVER THE WEEKEND BY OPPOSTION 
POLITICAL PARTIES WHICH URGE THE GOVERNMENT TO WITHDRAW 
THE DRAFT BILL FROM PARLIAMENTARY CONSIDERATION. IN THAT 
SENSE. THE OPPOSTION PARTIES ARE IMPLICITLY SUPPORTING THE 
COORDINATING COMMITTEE IN ITS STRIKE CALL. THE 
GOVERNMENT FOR ITS PART HAS DENOUNCED AND REBUTTED THE 
OPPOSTION PARTY STATEMENTS AND HAS DECLARED THAT 
PARLAIMENTARY CONSIDERATION IS THE ONLY PROPER FRAMEWORK 
FOR THE MATTER TO BE DEBATED. THE GOVERNMENT 
CHARACTERIZED THE STRIKE CALL AS BOTH UNIUSTIFIED AND 
DANGEROUS FOR THE NATION. IT ASSERTED, MOREOVER, THAT 
THE STRIKE CALL IS NOTHING MORE THAN "AN ANTI DEMOCRATIC 
POLITICAL UNDERATKING." FINALLY, IT CALLED UPON ALL CITIZENS 
TO REACT DECISIVELY IN THE FACE OF THIS "SUSPICIOUS INITIATIVE." 
THE LABOR MINISTER MEANWHILE HAS ALSO 

PERSONALLY INSISTED ON PARLIAMENTARY CONSIDERATION OF THE 
DRAFT LAW AND HAS STATED THAT HE WOULD RESIGN IF EITHER 
(A) THE DRAFT LAW WAS WITHDRAWN BY THE GOVERNMENT OR (B) 

IF IT WAS REJECTED BY THE PARLIAMENT. 

5. THE GOVERNMENT HAS EVIDENTLY TAKEN A CONSCIOUS DECISION 
TO TAKE A STANCE AGAINST WHAT IT CONSIDERS TO BE UNACCEPTABLE 
DEMANDS ON THE PART OF CERTAIN RENEGADE ELEMENTS 
WITHINTHE LABOR SECTOR.THE OPPOSTION, THROUGH POLITICIZING 
THE ISSUE AND THE COORDINATING COMMITTEE THROUGH ITS TACTIC 
OF A "BLACKMAIL STRIKE," HAVE PROBABLY LEFT THE GOVERNMEMT 
LITTLE CHOICE. FROM THE GOG VIEWPOINT IT WAS LIKELY FELT 
THAT IT IS BETTER TO DRAW THE LINE HERE ANDNOW- VIS-A-VIS 
UNJUSTIFIED AND POLITICIZED LABOR DEMANDS-RATHER THAN LATER 
IN PERHAPS MORE UNFAVORABLE CIRCUMSTANCES. 

KUBISCH 
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